
Pastor’s page: Jesus Christ the new Adam, and God’s reconciliation  

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 
1:1)  

      We live in a divided world. Division, rupture and separation are everywhere. The book of 
Genesis tells us of God’s intention. It is the opposite of what we experience. God intends unity, 
harmony and reconciliation. God creates an orderly universe out of chaos. “God called the dry 
land ‘the earth’, and the basin of the water he called ‘the sea’. God saw how good it was.” 
(Genesis 1:10) 

      But in the biblical account of creation, on the sixth day the human beings that God forms in 
his image and likeness, turn away from the intimacy and oneness that is God’s intention. 
Catastrophic division begins between the first human beings and the world in which they live; 
between them and their God; within themselves personally; and finally between one another. 
“When they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.” (Genesis 4:8) 

      It is to heal our world and the people who inhabit it, that God sends his only Son, Jesus 
Christ. It is a great reconciliation that brings about a new creation. The new Adam marries his 
holy people, the church, the new Eve. God never gives up on us. In fact, he relentlessly pursues 
us with forgiving love, and draws us into the truth. We imitate that forgiveness by forgiving one 
another. We bind up the wounds of those who have no hope, and feel unloved. 

      The healing and reconciling work of Jesus Christ begun in his coming among us, continues in 
us the body of Christ. He began God’s saving work, and we further that kingdom of God through 
the power of the Holy Spirit at work within us and among us. The task of bringing about unity 
among all people belongs to us. This is what Saint Kilian parish, and every Catholic parish 
around the world is all about. Drawing strength from the Eucharist and the sacraments, “we 
bring our faith to life by serving others through compassionate personal outreach, and 
commitment to social justice.” (The Saint Kilian Vision Statement) 

      Christmas is about the coming of our God in history, his birth in Bethlehem; and just as 
importantly, it is about our proclamation of the good news to all people. This good news is one 
of peace and harmony, and advocacy for justice on behalf of those who are marginalized and 
voiceless. We are healers and reconcilers as Christ was. 

      Our recent presidential election, many commentators have mentioned, has shown us a 
divided and disillusioned nation. Sadly, this rupture in our society is not only on political, 
partisan lines, but also on race and class. Discrimination and prejudice are to be fought by us 
with courage and tenacity. We who are Christians must do all in our power to repent of our 
personal prejudices and biases, and to heal our society. 



      One of the goals of our parish, stated in the Fifth Pillar of our Vision Statement, “Parish 
Social Ministry”, is the formation of a Social Justice Committee. Such a ministry of committed 
Christians will harness their resources and energies for reconciliation among all God’s people, 
just as Jesus Christ, the new Adam has taught us. Perhaps, God is calling you to this. If so, 
contact our Director of Parish Social Ministry, Nina Petersen. 

      Our Christmas season extends through the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on January 15, 
2017. Let’s continue to reflect on the mystery of the incarnation, pray, and take action. This great 
feast has clear implications for living the life of Christ in this day and time. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


